1794]        MOORE AND KOCHLER RECONNOITRE              73
means of the town. The inhabitants, they say, are well affected to us, but I rather suspect that, like those of most open towns, they will be affected to the party they think likely to be the strongest. Nothing could appear plainer to Kochler and me than that if the town was surrendered to us we durst not take possession of it. The citadel, which is strong on that side, completely commands it, and no operation can be carried on against the works on the north side. The opinion I always had was confirmed, that to take the forts a position must be taken somewhere between the White House and the height of Gardiola. The enemy, sensible of this, took possession of it themselves the day after I was upon it with General Dundas. They have erected a large redoubt upon Gardiola, and have taken a strong position half a mile above it, in front of the White House, facing the mountain. Between this and the redoubt are a chain of posts among the rocks to prevent their advanced position from being turned, and to support or cover the retreat from it.
After remaining above an hour at Villa, the fog having left the mountain, we reascended, and, from a situation above the enemy's advanced position, at a distance of half a mile, we had an opportunity of reconnoitring it. As the position they now hold is the only one from whence we could have formerly attacked the forts above Bastia, so the place in the mountains from whence we reconnoitred their advanced position is that from which this last can be attacked. It is extremely strong, and as, from the cold and constant fogs, there would be no possibility of remaining encamped so high in the mountains till such time as artillery, &c., could be brought forward, the attack upon the advanced post must be made with infantry and such light guns as could be carried upon men's shoulders. The enemy's position is strong, the ground to be passed in order to attack them rough and much against the attacker; if, notwithstanding these difficulties, we were successful, it could not be without considerable loss, and the enemy would be secure of retreating to the Gardiola, whereas if wethe fleet andmade theommanded within a few
